
MARCH 2017 

GRACE NEWS 
Grace Lutheran Church 

555 SW Cashmere Blvd,  

Port Saint Lucie, Florida 34986 

 Worship Service 8:00 AND 10:30 AM      

Visit our Church Website:  

www.gracelutheranpsl.com 

Our Vision:  We strive to be a congregation  of disciples who are ‘Growing Passion for Jesus’ 

‘Building Community for All’, and ‘Impacting the Lives of our Neighbors.”. 

   It just seems like we were worshiping the birth of our Savior at Christ-
mas, but now Lent is upon us. Historically, the season of Lent is a time of 
preparation from Ash Wednesday to Easter. It is not something that is man-
datory, but is something that we choose to do to prepare for Christ’s resur-
rection on Easter Sunday. For me, Lent makes Easter that much sweeter. 
The forty days reminds us of the 40 days that Christ fasted out in the desert 
while he was tempted by the devil. We do this through prayer, repentance, 
and self-denial. Ash Wednesday marks the start of Lent. Its name comes 
from the practice of placing ashes on the foreheads as a sign of repentance 

to God. Biblically, when God’s people would recognize how they turned from God, it was not 
uncommon for them to repent by sitting in sackcloth's full of ashes as a way to repent to God. 
Jeremiah 6:26 says, “O my people, put on sackcloth and roll in ashes.” While we do not sit 
around in a sackcloth we do spend the time of Lent reflecting over our sin and how we’ve 
turned from God and essentially made Jesus go to the cross for the forgiveness of our sins. As 
we prepare for this, it makes Easter so much sweeter when we see God’s forgiveness through 
His resurrection come forth. 
 This year, Ash Wednesday is on Wednesday, March 1st. We will also have midweek services 
each Wednesday, from March 8th thru March 29th where we will interview a biblical charac-
ter at a “crossroads” in their life. This should be an engaging way for all of us to reflect on the 
“crossroads” we often come to in our faith life. 
On Sunday’s we’ll be starting a sermon series where we’ll look at the story of Job and  God’s 
wisdom. Job is often a book that is hard to understand and prompts us to question the nature of 
suffering, God’s wisdom and God’s justice. This will also be a great time of reflection and re-
pentance as we look at the tough time Job has. All of this points us to Easter when we see that 
“our Redeemer lives!” 
 I pray that you have a blessed Lenten season; that you feel close to the Lord as you remember 
your sins have been forgiven by Christ. 
 
God’s Peace,    
Cris Escher 
Pastor: Grace Lutheran PSL 

Welcome to Grace 

 

http://www.gracelutheranpsl.com


UPCOMING EVENTS AT GRACE 
 

MEALS PRIOR TO LENTEN SERVICES  
WILL BE HELD ON MARCH 8, 15, 22, 29 & APRIL 5 

AT 5:00 PM 
 

LENTEN SERVICES 
WILL BE HELD ON MARCH 8, 15, 22,29 & APRIL 5 

AT 6:00 PM 

PALM SUNDAY 
ON APRIL 9TH  AT 10:00 AM 

 
 

MAUNDY THURSDAY SERVICE 
ON APRIL 13TH AT 6:00 PM 

 
GOOD FRIDAY SERVICES  

ON APRIL 14TH AT NOON AND 6:00 PM 
 

EASTER SERVICES 
ON APRIL 16TH AT 6:30 AM AND 9:00 AM 

 
 

ON MARCH  19TH 
SUNDAY TIMES GO BACK TO  
SUNDAY SCHOOL AT 9:00 AM  

AND  
WORSHIP SERVICE AT 10:00 AM 



                 MARCH WORSHIP PARTICIPANTS 

   8:00 Kevin Garbers & Jerry Freudenburg 

 10:30 Phil Fredrich, Ed Bock, David Vik 

Worship Assistants, Greeters, Readers and Ushers etc. If you are unable to 
serve on the day that you are listed on the schedule above, please call & leave a 
message in the church office 772-871-6599.  Your birthdays and anniversaries are 
important, so if yours does not appear on the list or is not correct contact the 
Church office,    
    NEWSLETTER  AUTHORS      

            Cheryl Nolte - clnolte@msn.com or  Phil Fredrich - pjfred@outlook.com 

MAR 
Reader Greeters Head Usher 

5   8:00 
Carol Miller Diane Heinz Bob Fox 

5  10:30 
Cheryl Nolte Phil & Judy 

Fredrich 
Pete Schultz 

12   8:00 
Diane Heinz Kevin Garbers Lois Danzo &  

Jerry Davis 

12 10:30 
Judy Fredrich Philip Weaver Judy D’Argenzio 

19 10:00 
Kevin Garbers Phil & Judy 

Fredrich 
Bob Fox 

26 10:30 
Judie Hunter Philip Weaver Rod Kerstner 



  On Saturday, March 11, 2017, is the annual Walk for Life to raise money to ben-
efit Care Net Pregnancy Services of the Treasure Coast.    
  The goal CareNet has set this year is $100,000. You can sponsor the various 
walkers from Grace by pledging an amount at the display in the narthex. Most 
people pledge at $20 or above. This is a single donation not a per-mile pledge. All 
donations are 100% tax deductible and will help save babies’ lives! Research has 
shown that it costs approximately $1,200 to save the life of One Baby!  
  Because we believe in the work at Care Net so much, we’re asking for your 
help. We have witnessed how Care Net has grown over the past 28 years and has 
helped thousands of women, men, teens, and families receive assistance, services, 
baby items, and love. It is such a blessing and all their services are FREE!  
 
                          TO SPONSOR  AT THE DISPLAY :  

                  Your Pledge Amount (Cash or Check) 
             Your Name, Address, City & Zip Code 
 
                                      OR  
            YOU CAN SPONSOR ONLINE 
 
     Give Online at www.WalkFor LifeTC.com,  
                       click on GIVE  
              and click on Judy & Phil’s picture 
 
OR scroll down and click on Judy’s picture. 

 
 
No need to send or give me money directly. Care Net will send you a remind-

er after the WALK. 
 

We appreciate your help! God Bless You!!  
 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjz7uXH6MrNAhVBSyYKHVg7CwcQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fcliparts.co%2Fbaby-bottle-images&psig=AFQjCNHXThZ7Z3hlAn2wT2IIUVzX5N0OJA&ust=1467206516283989


MARCH 2017 
 
 

WHAT’S UP WITH MOPS 
 
 
 

3/7 MEETING – SPEAKER – Jamie Franks – Craft –  
Tic Tac Toe –  Chapter 19 

 
3/17 – PLAYDATE – St. Patrick’s Play Date –  

Sand Hill Crane Park 
 

3/21 MEETING –AT PARK – SERVICE –  
FOSTER CARE PACKAGES 

 
MNO – MOVIE NIGHT 

 TO CALL TO SCHEDULE 
.  
  The month of February was all about love, and our MOPs meetings were 
no exception. We started off one meeting with a Valentines exchange. You 
know, the kind where everyone gets something (not like in high school where 
gals with Boyfriends get giant teddy bears and others get nothing). As us 
mammas passed out valentines, we recalled that God does not give His love 
to just a select group of people, He lavishes His love upon us all.  
  We also talked about love. God is love, God loves us, therefore we are able 
to love other people. One way to show love, that comes from God and over-
flows into  our lives, is doing acts of service. As moms we are already serving 
a ton, but how about letting our little ones serve with us? We challenged 
each other to think of ways to let our children be involved in acts of love/
service.  
  The next meeting we visited a nursing home and handed  out Valentines 
and tracts proclaiming God's love. It was something our toddlers could do 
themselves and it made the residents smile. We hope you smile also, because 
we know Jesus loves the little children and Jesus loves you.  
Christie Garst, christiananlee@ymail.com 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjg4YCCg9vOAhVF2yYKHTjOA6YQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.mops.org%2F&psig=AFQjCNEAdZ9JETC-Rtt0T3HM3bJZd_slXQ&ust=1472161412816876


Current Sunday Series 

  The GLC LWML meeting will be at 1 pm on Monday, March 6th,    
Primary new business will be upcoming Lent and Easter LWML  

participation.  All ladies are welcome. 

Casual Game Night March 10 Our 
first family-friendly, non-competitive 
game night was such fun that we’re 
going to make it a regular event! Join 
in on the second Friday of each month 
any time after 6:00 pm. Bring a snack 
to share if you’d like. We have games 

available, but anyone is welcome to bring 
something new to try. This is an easy way to en-
velop friends, family, and neighbors in Christian 
community as well. Questions contact the 
church or coliescher@gmail.com. 

JOB 
 

The grace of God is basic to the central theme of this book-what Job 
learns from his suffering namely that God often uses suffering to test 

and to teach. 
 
 

                                                                                                                                               NIV, Concordia Study Bible   



 

  Adult Lip Reading Classes Available 
Sponsored by 

          &          
               Fort Pierce Lions Club                      Treasure Coast Chapter 

 
At present there are no classes scheduled. 

 
For schedules, contact:   

Cheryl Nolte, Fort Pierce Lions Club Hearing Chair 
 www.speechreader1@gmail.com  or  (772) 468-0123 

 

Via de Cristo 
Ed Watts and Kevin Garbers 
have been selected to serve 
as Team Members to present 
the Spring Weekend of Gold 
Coast Via de Cristo. Weekend #94 will 

be held at Trinity Lutheran Church in Delray Beach 
March 23-26, 2017.  
 
Congratulations on your selection.  
 
Via de Cristo is a Nationwide  
Servanthood based Movement which sponsors Spir-
itual Weekends for leaders and prospective leaders 
in the Church. Gold Coast Via de Cristo holds  
week-ends twice a year at various Churches  

http://www.speechreader1@gmail.com
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6  
Gene Liagre 

8 Jan C. Lendak 

13 Pam White 

15 Arlene Garbers 

18 Barbara Scheer 

24 Bill Lemke 

27 David Vik 

3 Gerald & Debbie Kelly 
Lindstrom 

A  BIT OF HUMOR 
 

Your Courts 
A program to inform you 
on how our courts work.             

Dates to attend  
March 7 
March 14 

For reservations call  
772-307-4370 

 
218 S. 2nd Street 

Fort Pierce, Fl 34950 

On an old man's shirt was written a sentence “ I am not 80 years 
old ..I am sweet 16 with 64 years of experience” 

 
THAT’S ATTITUDE 



C. Amy Whitlach, FIC          Mark Valinote           
Financial Associate               Financial Associate    
772-408-0771                        772-6265958 
                           Lauren Hutto 
                      Financial Associate 
                      772-408-0771 

Carlene A Stangle        
367 NE Baker Road, Stuart, FL 34994 
Office: 772-408-0771 
Fax: 772-408-0776 
Email: carlene.stangle@thrivent.com 

As the school year progresses and as you  
encounter sale specials of the items needed for  

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD  
Shoe Box Ministry  

please consider purchasing the items needed 
to fill the shoe boxes. Items  

Needed, such as, all small games, small note-
paper, scissors, hats, small t-shirts, single 

wrapped hard candy, calculators,  
nail clippers, hair clips, small toys. 

 
See the complete list on the bulletin board 

If you have questions contact Judy at  
772-237-2626 

 

ACTION TEAM Upcoming Activities 

THRVENT has a program called “ACTION TEAMS” which will 
provide seed money for any worthwhile  project. Contact your 
THRIVENT representative (BELOW) for details or contact Judy & 
Phil Fredrich  at 772-237-2626 or pjfred@outlook.com. and we’ll 
see if we can make it a reality.  

CALLING ANYONE WHO HAS INTREST IN OUR CHURCH 
OR OUR COMMUNITY 

mailto:carlene.stangle@thrivent.com
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President: Ed Watts (412-913-7974) edwatts@bellsouth.net   
Vice President:  Philip Weaver (772-800-3038) weaverphillip@att.net 
Secretary: Piper Neagles (772)468-2190 janpan18@yahoo.com       
Chair of Finance: Kevin Garbers (772) 464-2117 garbersk@hotmail.com 
Chair of Elders: David Vik (772-878-8815 drv1000@bellsouth.net     
Chair of Trustees: Phil Fredrich (772) 237-2626  pjfred@outlook.com 

Voters Meeting TBA following our Worship. 

Following worship we invite you to join  
us for some delicious goodies &  great fellowship! 

 If you are bringing something to share, call Jan and let her know what 
you’re bringing. 

772-343-7183 or e-mail jansquare2@att.net    

  On Tuesday, MARCH 14, 2017   
The Adopt-A-Mile project will meet at  the  

corner  of Cashmere and Torino  
at 8:30  AM, Questions  

Judy Fredrich 772-237-2626 
Many hands make the work fast and fun, plus 

you get a little EXERCISE. 

      Grace Lutheran church Board of Directors 

THE BACKPACK PROGRAM 
Backpack pantry supplies are running low. If you wish to make a cash 

donation, make check payable to Grace Lutheran and indicate 
"backpack" on memo line.  

 
QUESTIONS contact Carol Coffman, Leigh Liagre or Barbara Ruzicka 

THANK YOU 



5 

When LIFE gets too hard to stand, KNEEL 

Perkins Restaurant 

US 1 & Walton Road 

ALL ARE  WELCOME 

Bible Study Opportunities 
Come Holy Spirit-fill the hearts of your faithful and kindle in us the fire of 

your love.”   

Friends of Jesus Group  Meets every other 
Thursday - 7:00 PM  
    Contact: Jon Albright - (772) 240-8700  

 
Every other Wednesdays, @ The Fredrich’s 

10:00AM 772-237-2626 

Via De Christo Alumni Group 
   Meets Mondays - 6:30 PM  
    Contact: Ed Bock -  (772) 879-7057    

                                   We wish to thank our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ for giving us a church 
                           Family willing to step up and think big to help Grace fulfill our Mission,"...to  
                           participate with God in the discipleship making progress of reaching out,  
                           baptizing and strengthening  people into a growing and passionate  
                           relationship with Jesus Christ." Fulfilling this Mission takes a great deal of  
                           effort. I want to thank everyone for their generosity in donating their time to  
                            support Grace. Also thanks to those who made donations to support families 
in our community that are in need. 
 
 Grace is upgrading our sound system in the sanctuary.  We are upgrading our speakers 
and microphones. These are the same speakers that were with the church when Grace 
purchased the building. We are also installing a Loop system for the hearing impaired.  
This system will allow most people with hearing aids to better hear the service through 
their hearing aids.  Pastor Cris’s message will now be crystal clear for everyone.  
   
 We are resurfacing our driveway and parking lot.  This will be a great improvement to 
our church facility. 
Grace will go to one service on March 19.  We have changed the scheduled Voters meet-
ing from March 12 to March 19, following the church service. 
  
The next regular BOD meeting is April 25, 2017 at 5:15 pm.  We will schedule a special 
meeting sooner if needed or resolve the issue via email. 
 
The next regular Voters meeting is March 19, 2017.  
 
If you would like to help in any way, please talk to any of the Board of Directors or come to 
our next BOD meeting at Grace and present your ideas. You can also send me an email or give 
me a written note. Verbal requests usually won't work because I probably will forget or won't 
present your idea as you intend. Working together with Christ at our side, we can fulfill our 
Mission and move forward under the hopes of our Vision. All you need to do now is ask 
yourself 'how can I actively participate in our Grace family?' 
 
Your BOD President, Ed Watts  



 

Our Church Now offers a Hearing Loop 
for hearing aid users and cochlear implant wearers 

 
  With the flip of the hearing aid’s telecoil switch, any sound between a 
speaker on a podium and the listener in the sanctuary is eliminated, al-
lowing the hearing aid user to hear the speaker clearly and without back-
ground noise.  
  Hearing loop systems take sound straight from the sound system and 
deliver it right into the listener’s hearing and without extraneous back-
ground noise without having to pick up a separate listening device. 
  Do you wear hearing aids?  All the user needs to do is switch his or her 
hearing aid or cochlear implant to the “T”, telephone, or hearing loop pro-
gram.  All but the very smallest modern hearing aids tend to be supplied 
with this internal  t-coil or telecoil.  However, it may not have been activat-
ed when the device was originally programmed.  ?  Be sure you know if 
your aid has a T-coil, and if it is automatically switched on in proper envi-
ronments or if you need to turn it on (with a switch) when needed.  (Look 
in your hearing aid instruction book or ask your hearing aid provider if 
need be).   
  Special thanks to Joe Dashiell of  Florida Hearing Loops, LLC, a certified 
installer and provider, for information and help getting looped, and to 
www.loopwisconsin.com  for the church information wording. 
 
YOUR FRIENDS AT GRACE LUTHERAN PSL 

Thursday MARCH 9th from 2;00—4:00 PM join  us for   
Basic General Health and CPR  

NOTE: THIS NOT A CERTIFIED COURSE 
 NO CERTIFICATE 

Vivian Barto and Jan Lendak will provide the  
medical expertise and instruction.. 

 
Call 772-237-2626 or 561-315-9555 to register      

http://www.loopwisconsin.com


CHURCH OFFICE HOURS  
MONDAY thru THURSDAY  9:00AM to NOON 

After-hours - Ed Bock 772-879-7057 
Newsletter Deadline 

3rd Wednesday of each Month 
Editors: pjfred@outlook.com & clnolte@msm.com  

Opportunities to serve GOD are available at Grace Lutheran & “THEY NEED YOU!” 

Board Of Directors - Ed 
Watts -  
 807-4079 

Back Pack Ministry - Leigh Liagre 
@  873-2780 

Adopt-a-Mile - Judy Fredrich @  
561-315-9555 

Trustees– Phil Fredrich @ 
237-2626  

MOPS Contact - Christie Garst, 
christiananlee@ymail.com 

Fellowship - Jan L. Lendak @ 
343-7183 

LWML–  Cheryl Nolte @  772-468-
0123 

Small Group Studies Contacts  
(page 4) 

Treasure Coast Mission  
Coalition  -  Gayle Whitlach 
@ 661-873-5819 Sarah’s Kitchen - Piper Neagles 

@ 468-2190 
Readers/Greeters/Ushers and 
Worship Assistants:  Patty  
Williams - 871-6599  and    
Phil Fredrich - 237-2626 Altar Guild - Joyce Dare @ 

335-3863 
CareNet—Sue @ 772-871-2211 

ELDERS—David Vik –772-
370-6817 

 

 GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH 
  555 SW Cashmere Blvd. 
  Port St. Lucie, Florida  34986 


