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A CORDIAL WELCOME . . . to all who worship with us today.  We are happy that you 
are here with us.  It is our prayer that our worship will be a blessing to you.  We 
encourage you to register your name on the fellowship pad which you will find at the 
end of the row where you are sitting.  If you are new to Grace or to the area and are 
looking for a church home, we hope you will consider joining our family here at Grace.  
A Fellowship Hour is held after the Worship Service and we invite you to stay a few 
minutes so we can get acquainted. 
 
THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION is celebrated in our Worship Service 
today.  This meal is intended for baptized Christians who recognize their sinfulness 
and their need for Christ’s forgiveness and strength, and desire to live a new life in 
Christ.  We receive this meal recognizing the presence of Christ in, with, and under the 
bread and the wine.  Children who have not been instructed in the meaning of the 
Sacrament may come to the Lord’s Table with their parents for a blessing, but 
are asked to fold their arms across their chests to indicate they are to receive a 
blessing.  All those who commune are asked to indicate their participation by marking 
the appropriate column in the Red Attendance Books as they are passed at the 
beginning of the Worship Service. 
 
IN THE DISTRIBUTION OF THE SACRAMENT the wine is made available in both the 
individual glass and the common cup.  Following the distribution of the bread, the 
individual cups will be offered.  Then the Common Cup will be offered to those who do 
not have an individual cup in their hand.  The acolyte will then gather the individual 
glasses.  For those who have an intolerance to wine, several of the individual 
Communion Glasses in each of the trays are filled with grape juice. They are 
found in the center of the tray.   Those who find it difficult to walk to the altar can be 
communed in the pew.  Please inform the Elder of your need. 
 
ATTENDANCE BOOKS   PLEASE BE SURE TO PASS ALONG THE RED 
ATTENDANCE BOOKS IN YOUR ROW AND ENCOURAGE EVERYONE TO SIGN 
IT.  THIS IS A VERY IMPORTANT PART OF OUR MINISTRY OF CARE.  THANK 
YOU FOR YOUR HELP. 
 
Family Life: Christ Family in The Best and Worst of times 
Everyone needs godly wisdom when it comes to family relationships. That’s why, as 
we begin a new church year, we plan to learn from the families connected with our 
Lord’s birth. This includes Joseph, Mary, and Jesus, along with Zechariah, Elizabeth, 
and John. These families faced infertility, frustration, loss, misunderstandings, death, 
and so much more. 
 
Today: Joseph is faced with a huge dilemma. Mary says she’s pregnant and that God 
did it! He has several options, but finally chooses to open the door to a future with 
Mary. Let’s follow Joseph with the people in our family! 

 
 (Asterisks (**) indicate that the congregation stands) 
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** THE OPENING HYMN  Joy to the World 

Joy to the world, the Lord is come!  Let earth receive its King; 
Let ev’ry heart prepare Him room 

And heav’n and nature sing, and heav’n and nature sing, 
And heav’n, and heav’n and nature sing. 

 
Joy to the earth, the Savior reigns!  Let all their songs employ 

While fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains 
Repeat the sounding joy, repeat the sounding joy, 

Repeat, repeat the sounding joy. 
 

No more let sin and sorrow grow.  Nor thorns infest the ground; 
He comes to make His blessings flow 

Far as the curse is found, far as the curse is found, 
Far as, far as the curse is found. 

 
He rules the world with truth and grace, and makes the nations prove 

The glories of His righteousness 
And wonders of His love, and wonders of His love, 

And wonders, wonders of His love. 
 
** THE INVOCATION AND CALL TO WORSHIP 
Pastor: Let us worship God as children, 
PEOPLE: WITH WONDER AND AWE. 
 
Pastor: Let us worship God as youth, 
PEOPLE: WITH QUESTIONS AND EAGER HEARTS. 
 
Pastor: Let us worship God as adults, 
PEOPLE: WITH GRATITUDE AND PRAISE. 
 
Pastor: Let us worship God as elders, 
PEOPLE: WITH WISDOM AND HOPE. 
 
Pastor: Let the body of Christ sing praises to God, 
PEOPLE: FATHER, SON, AND HOLY SPIRIT, 
 
Pastor: From whom all blessings flow! 
 
** THE PASSING OF THE PEACE 
Pastor: The peace of the Lord be with you all. 
PEOPLE: AND ALSO WITH YOU. 
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 (We greet one another with the handshake of peace and with the words 
“The Peace of the Lord be with you.”) 

 
** THE HYMN OF PRAISE  Emmanuel 

Emmanuel, Emmanuel, His name is called Emmanuel; 
God w ith us, revealed in us; His name is called Emmanuel. (Sing Tw ice) 

 
THE CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

During Confession we take time to slow down and realize how we have lost God’s 
Great Story of goodness. We have served ourselves and our interests above God. 

(Take a moment of silent reflection upon our need for God’s forgiveness) 
 
Pastor: O Almighty God, 
PEOPLE: WE CONFESS THAT WE HAVE SINNED AGAINST YOU IN OUR 

THOUGHTS, OUR WORDS, AND OUR ACTIONS.  YOU HAVE GIVEN 
US ALL THE THINGS WE NEED IN THIS LIFE, YET WE DEMAND 
MORE AND WASTE THE WHAT YOU HAVE GIVEN TO US.  WE HAVE 
TAKEN CREDIT FOR YOUR GIFTS AND BLESSINGS IN OUR LIVES.  
WE ASK FOR YOUR FORGIVENESS.  FOR OUR SELF-SERVING 
ACTIONS AGAINST YOU AND OUR NEIGHBORS.  FOR THE SAKE OF 
JESUS CHRIST HAVE MERCY ON US AND FORGIVE US OUR SINS.  
AMEN. 

 
Pastor: As your pastor called to this place, God has indeed heard your prayer and 

in the name and by the command of Jesus Christ Himself, it is my great 
privilege to announce to you all, your sins are forgiven. In the name of the 
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

PEOPLE: AMEN. 
 
** THE PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Pastor: Let us pray. Good and gracious God, stay with us and empower us when 

we experience conflict in our families, to the end that we only speak the 
truth in love; through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with You and the and Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

PEOPLE: AMEN. 
 
THE FIRST LESSON Genesis 33:1-11 

Jacob expects trouble from Esau, but he finds the pain of the past healed. 
Now Esau wants nothing from his brother. 
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And Jacob lifted up his eyes and looked, and behold, Esau was coming, and four 
hundred men with him. So he divided the children among Leah and Rachel and the two 
female servants. And he put the servants with their children in front, then Leah with her 
children, and Rachel and Joseph last of all. He himself went on before them, bowing 
himself to the ground seven times, until he came near to his brother. 
But Esau ran to meet him and embraced him and fell on his neck and kissed him, and 
they wept. And when Esau lifted up his eyes and saw the women and children, he said, 
“Who are these with you?” Jacob said, “The children whom God has graciously given 
your servant.” Then the servants drew near, they and their children, and bowed 
down. Leah likewise and her children drew near and bowed down. And last Joseph 
and Rachel drew near, and they bowed down. Esau said, “What do you mean by all 
this company that I met?” Jacob answered, “To find favor in the sight of my lord.” But 
Esau said, “I have enough, my brother; keep what you have for yourself.” Jacob said, 
“No, please, if I have found favor in your sight, then accept my present from my 
hand. For I have seen your face, which is like seeing the face of God, and you have 
accepted me. Please accept my blessing that is brought to you, because God has 
dealt graciously with me, and because I have enough.” Thus he urged him, and he 
took it. 
 
Reader: This is the Word of the Lord. 
PEOPLE: THANKS BE TO GOD. 
 
THE SECOND LESSON 1 Peter 3:8-12 

Finally, all of you, have unity of mind, sympathy, brotherly love, a tender heart, and a 
humble mind. Do not repay evil for evil or reviling for reviling, but on the 
contrary, bless, for to this you were called, that you may obtain a blessing. For 
“Whoever desires to love life 
    and see good days, 
let him keep his tongue from evil 
    and his lips from speaking deceit; 
let him turn away from evil and do good; 
    let him seek peace and pursue it. 
For the eyes of the Lord are on the righteous, 
    and his ears are open to their prayer. 
But the face of the Lord is against those who do evil.” 
 
Reader: This is the Word of the Lord. 
PEOPLE: THANKS BE TO GOD. 
 

Peter calls all believers to humility, submission, and service: everyone to 
God, citizens to rulers, slaves to masters, wives to husbands, and younger 
to elders. 
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** THE HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 1:18-25 

Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this way. When his mother Mary had been 
betrothed to Joseph, before they came together she was found to be with child from 
the Holy Spirit. And her husband Joseph, being a just man and unwilling to put her to 
shame, resolved to divorce her quietly. But as he considered these things, behold, an 
angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying, “Joseph, son of David, do not 
fear to take Mary as your wife, for that which is conceived in her is from the Holy 
Spirit. She will bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus, for he will save his 
people from their sins.” All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the 
prophet: 

“Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, 
    and they shall call his name Immanuel” 

(which means, God with us). When Joseph woke from sleep, he did as the angel of the 
Lord commanded him: he took his wife, but knew her not until she had given birth to a 
son. And he called his name Jesus. 
 
Reader: The Gospel of the Lord 
PEOPLE: PRAISE TO YOU, O CHRIST. 
 
** THE APOSTLES’ CREED  

 
THE SERMON Pastor Cris Escher 

Family Life: The Open Door 
 
 
** THE OFFERTORY 

Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit with-in me. 
Cast me not away from Your presence, and take not Your Holy Spirit from me. 
Restore unto me the joy of Your salvation, and uphold me with Your free Spirit. 

 
** THE PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 
(After each petition) 
Pastor: . . . Lord, in your mercy, 
PEOPLE: HEAR OUR PRAYER. 
  

Mary is a virgin, yet she is pregnant. Miraculous! On the other hand, Joseph 
suspects that Mary has cheated on him with another man. He knows he will 
have to break their engagement, but he decides to do this quietly. 
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** THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 
THE ORDER OF HOLY COMMUNION 
 

Pastor: In broken bread and the cup that we share, 
PEOPLE: WE REMEMBER YOU, O LORD. 
 

Pastor: In broken bread and the cup that we share, 
PEOPLE: WE RECEIVE YOUR FORGIVENESS, O LORD. 
 

Pastor: In broken bread and the cup that we share, 
PEOPLE: WE RECEIVE THE TRUE BODY AND BLOOD OF OUR LORD AND 

SAVIOR, JESUS CHRIST. 
 

Pastor: Come to us now, O Lord, in this bread and cup, that we may taste once 
again of Your grace and mercy.  Strengthen and renew us for service in 
Your kingdom, that we may show forth Your glory in all the world. 

 
** THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
THE DISTRIBUTION HYMNS 

“Your Table I Approach” 
Your table I  approach; dear Savior, hear my prayer. 
Oh, let no unrepented sin prove hurtful to me there. 

 
Lord, I  confess my sins and mourn their w retched bands; 
A contrite heart is sure to find forgiveness at Your hands. 

 
Your body and Your blood, once slain and shed for me,  

Are taken at Your table, Lord, in blest reality. 
 

Search not how  this takes place, this wondrous mystery; 
God can accomplish vastly more than what we think could be. 

 
Oh, grant most blessed Lord, that earth and hell combined 
May not about this sacrament raise doubt w ithin my mind. 

 
Oh, may I  never fail to thank You day and night 

For Your true body and true blood, O God my peace and light. 
 

  I Am So Glad When Christmas Comes 
I am so glad when Christmas comes, the night of Jesus’ birth, 

When Beth-l’em’s star shone as the sun and angels sang with mirth. 
 

The little child of Beth-le-hem, the King of heav’n-ly grace, 
Came down from His exalted throne to save our fallen race. 
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He’s now returned to heav’n above, God’s Son he is al-way; 

He ne’er forgets His little ones but hears them when they pray. 
 

I too would sing my Savior’s praise, my joy, my crown, my Lord; 
For He has made me His own child by water and the word. 

 
I love this precious Christmas Eve and my dear Savior mild, 
And I shall not forget the truth:  He loves me has His child. 

 
I am so glad when Christmas comes:  Let anthems fill the air! 

He opens wide for every child His paradise so fair. 
 
 

Let Us All with Gladsome Voice 
Let us all with gladsome voice  Praise the God of heaven, 
Who, to bid our hearts rejoice, His own Son hath given. 

To this vale of tears He comes, Here to serve in sadness, 
That with Him in heavn’s fair home  We may reign in gladness. 

We are rich, for He was poor; Is not this a wonder? 
Therefore praise God evermore  Here on earth and yonder. 

O Lord Christ, Our Savior dear, Be Thou Ever near us. 
Grant us now a glad new year.  Amen, Jesus, hear us! 

 
** THE PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
 
 
** THE BLESSING 

  
Pastor: May our God—Father, Son, and Holy Spirit—pour out his grace upon your 

family, giving you triumph over temptation, joy in your journey, and 
deliverance over every form of darkness. 

PEOPLE: AMEN. 
 
 
 
** THE CLOSING HYMN Hark the Herald Angels Sing 

Hark!  The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn king; 
Peace on earth and mercy mild, God and sinner reconciled.” 

Joyful, all you nations, rise; join the triumph of the skies; 
With angelic hosts proclaim, “Christ is born in Bethlehem!” 
Hark!  The herald angels sing, “Glory to the new born king!.” 
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Christ, by highest heav’n adored, Christ, the everlasting Lord. 
Late in time behold Him come, off spring of a virgin’s womb. 

Veiled in flesh the Godhead see!  Hail, incarnate deity! 
Pleased as man with us to dwell, Jesus, our Emmanuel! 

Hark!  The herald angels sing, “Glory to the new born king!.” 
 

Hail the heav’n born Prince of Peace!  Hail the sun of righteousness! 
Light and life to all He brings, ris’n with healing in His wings. 

Mild He lays His glory by, born that we no more may die, 
Born to raise each child of earth, born to give us second birth. 
Hark!  The herald angels sing, “Glory to the new born king!.” 

 
** THE SENDING 
Pastor: Go in peace.  Serve the Lord. 
PEOPLE: THANKS BE TO GOD 
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